-j-Incomplete week. The most important feature of the statistics for the month of September is the low mortality from enteritic diseases among young children. The deaths this month of infants are only 15 compared with 74 for the corresponding period of last year. The infant mortality is consequently much less, half the rate of last year, with 81 deaths against 161, which is only partly explained by the lower birth rate at 19.2 compared with 21.5.
There have been more cases of puerperal fever brought to notice, 55 against 31, but the mortality is lower ; and this is also the case with regard to maternal deaths for there were only 2 compared with 6 in 1947.
There are indications that scarlet fever will be more prevalent this winter for during September 180 cases were registered against 161 a year ago. Cases of diphtheria, however, were fewer although here also there may be a tendency to rise unless parents avail themselves of the facilities provided for immunisation both by private practitioners and at Child Welfare Clinics.
The number of cases of pneumonia registered is also lower than was the case last year and the deaths at 17 are only half the number of those occurring in September of the previous year. Mortality from tuberculosis is higher and the number of cases brought to notice is remaining at a high level.
With regard to diseases of children these are comparatively absent but there is a probability that whooping cough will become more prevalent as the winter advances. During September, 236 cases were registered compared with 85 last year.
